SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 30th March 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, P Jones, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White 
Together with PC Lee Prutton and 1 member of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Sandhu and County Councillor J Scott.


(139/08)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (140/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Osborne – Item 8 (c)  White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and Item 10 (9) Sandy Football Club Request, as Chairman of Sandy Football Club
(b) Personal Interests 
Planning Application 09/00460/FULL – the following members declared a personal interest in this application.

Cllrs Aldis and Blaine as fellow District Councillors of the applicant.

Cllrs Broughton, Gale, Osborne, Pettitt, Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, Sutton and White as personal acquaintances or friends of the applicant.
Cllr Aldis – Item 13, Allotment Land as an allotment holder
Cllr Gale – Item 10 (5 & 10) Applications for Grant Funding and Sandy Cricket Club – sightscreen as Life Member of the Cricket Club.
Cllr Osborne Item 10(4) Robert Peel Lower School Travel Plan as a resident of Leeds Smith Drive.
Cllr Pettitt – Item 10 (5 & 10) Applications for Grant Funding and Sandy Cricket Club – sightscreen as a Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club.
Cllr Scott - Item 8 (c)  White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and Item 10 (9) Sandy Football Club Request as President of Sandy FC.

Cllr White – Item 13, Allotment Land as Mr Feltwell is a cousin.

3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(141/08)

Pc Prutton circulated the latest crime figures for the town. He highlighted the increase in figures for criminal damage in February but said that it was because of the separate reporting of two instances of damage to seven cars.  
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy (cont)
(141/08)

PC Prutton answered questions with regard to CCTV, graffiti, 30 mph signs and comparative crime figures. 
PC Prutton also said that he was collating figures to support a possible Alcohol Free Zone in parts of Sandy.

4.  Oral questions from electors



(142/08)

Cllr Mrs Sutton said that the organisers of the Sandy 10 had filled in a trench laid by the Pavilion contractors on the grass verge alongside the road to the Village Hall.  The Clerk replied that the trench had been re-instated but may well have sunk again in the months since the work was completed.
Cllr Aldis asked, on behalf of a resident of Stonecroft why the bus shelter in the Market Square had not been repaired as it was a number of months since it had been damaged.  The Clerk reported that there had been difficulties obtaining quotations and then a date for the work to commence.  It was now scheduled for repair in the week beginning 6th April.
5. (a) To nominate Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2009/2010  (143/08)

Resolved: That Cllr Geoffrey White be nominated for the post of Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2009/2010.

 (b) To nominate Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2009/2010 (144/08)


Resolved: That Cllr Mrs Susan Sutton be nominated for the post of Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2009/2010.

6.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(145/08)

(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral communications  






(146/08) 
19.2.09
With the Mayoress, met with the Reverend Derwyn Williams 


to start planning the Civic Service.

20.2.09 
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of


Mid Beds District Council’s final Reception at Priory House,


Chicksands.  
7.  Mayoral communications  
(cont)



(146/08) 

A number of Sandy’s District Councillors were also present and

previous District Councillor Mrs P Sherwood-King.

21.2.09        Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Ely’s Civic Ball.

24.2.09 Presented, with District Councillor Mrs Anita Lewis, a number 


Of Bronze Arts Awards to Students at Sandy Upper School.


These were achieved during a partly sponsored event (by


Town Council) last year.

24.2.09 With the Mayoresss, attended the Mayor of Luton’s Charity


Cavery Dinner at the Old Moat House.

1.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Leighton


Linslade’s Civic Service in the Roman Catholic Church.

3.3.09 With Councillor Mrs S Sutton, attended the Sandy Summer


Festival Committee at the Conservative Club.

6.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Peterborough’s


Charity Ball at the Marriott Hotel.

7.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and other


Councillors and partners, officiated at the unveiling of the


Downing Court Street sign by members of the Downing 


Family in memory of ex-Councillor Richard Downing.

8.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Biggleswade’s


Civic Lunch at Shortmead House.

10.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the “Welcome Home” 


Parade of the Royal Anglian Regiment in Luton followed by a


Reception in the Thistle Hotel.

10.3.09 With the Clerk, attended the Chairman of Beds County Council ‘farewell; reception at County Hall.

14.3.09 Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Godmanchester’s


Charity Concert in St Mary’s Church.

18.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Kempston’s Schools Concert at the Addison Centre.

20.3.09 With the Clerk, welcomed Dr Fred Hohler of the Public

Catalogue Foundation to the Council Chamber.

7.  Mayoral communications  
(cont)



(146/08) 
23.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s


Charity Chinese Evening.

26.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Stevenage’s Charity Concert at the Gordon Craig Theatre.

27.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of South Beds District


Council’s Charity Ball at Luton Hoo.

28.3.09 Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 


Charity Ball at Wood Green.

29.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress and Deputy Mayor, started and 


took part in the Sandy Ten Race and presented the prizes.

29.3.09 Attended the Bedfordshire County Council’s Thanksgiving Service in St Paul’s Church, Bedford.

Deputy Mayor

27.3.09
Attended the University of Bedfordshire for the installation of a second Vice-Chancellor.
The Mayor spoke about a number of the events attended.  In particular he congratulated the Biggleswade and District Athletics Club for their organisation of the Sandy 10.  He also reminded Members of the Mayor’s Ball to be held on 24th April 2009 and the Civic Service, scheduled for 10th May 2009.

8.  Minutes and Reports 







(147/08)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 16th February 2009.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record and that exempt item 138/08 remain as an exempt minute.

(b) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 2nd March 2009.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record and that exempt items S24/08 and S27/08 remain as exempt minutes.

Recommendation:

4.  Employee Handbook (S21/08)
Resolved: That subject to a number of suggested amendments the Employee Handbook is adopted by Town Council.
8.  Minutes and Reports 

(Cont)



(147/08)
10. Confidential Staff Matters
(S27/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS
MINUTE NO (S27/08)
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government 8.  
Minutes and Reports 

(cont)





(147/08)
 (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”,  the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting 
(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 9th March 2009.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record and that exempt item F79/08 remain as an exempt minute.

Recommendations:

8. White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

(F72/08)

Resolved: That the charge for white lining the football pitch at Bedford Road Recreation ground remain at £13.50 plus vat from April 2009 – March 2010 and that from 2010 the decision on cost forms part of the Estimates process.

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th March 2009. 
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record and that exempt items P95/08 and P96/08 remain as exempt minutes.

(e) Meeting of the Tourist Information Centre Management Sub-Committee held on Monday 16th March 2009
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

9. Reports from Representatives 





(148/08)
(a) The Mayor and Cllr Mrs Sutton reported on their attendance at a meeting of the Summer Festival Committee.  The parade will remain the same and the theme for the day is to be “Days gone by”, however there will be a formal stage set up at Sandye Place School with bands performing and a fashion show together with other activities.  The fun-fair will also be in attendance.  The Committee has applied for a grant from “Awards for all” to pay for the cost of the staging.

(b) Cllr Blaine reported that he and Cllr Aldis had attended the Planning Inquiry concerning the change of use for the former Magnolia House. The Inspector asked questions about its place on the Jordan’s site as a whole and the requirement in the Local Plan for the development to be of mixed use.  A decision has not yet been received.
(c) Cllr Aldis reported on the Community Safety Group’s clean up day (Saturday 28th March) on the Engayne Avenue Estate.  More rubbish than expected had been left on the streets and the final clear up had taken place that morning.

(d) Cllr Scott reported on the meeting of the Christmas Lights Working Group with the Chamber of Trade.  A number of ideas to regenerate the Gala Day were discussed before it was:

Resolved: That the matter should be discussed more fully at the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on 20th April 2009.

(e) Cllr Pettitt reported on his last attendance at the Joint Management Committee Advisory Group.  He said that the matter of the condition of the Access road to the Village Hall and all-weather pitch car park had been raised.   The Mayor and Clerk explained that attempts had been made to resolve this matter and would be continued after April 1st and the establishment of Central Bedfordshire Council.  The Clerk also reported that the Groundsmen would be asked to make some repairs before the opening of the Jenkins Pavilion.
Resolved: That the matter should be discussed more fully at a future meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
10.  Clerk’s Report 








(149/08)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

10.  Clerk’s Report 



(cont)


(149/08)

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 28.2.09 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for February 2009, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.
2. East West Rail Link Consultation

Resolved:  That the Clerk be requested to respond to the consultation making the following points:

Sandy Town Council notes that the present preferred route is from Bedford to Sandy and fully supports this.  It refutes the suggestion that this option is no longer viable. The proposed rowing lake should be regarded as no more of an obstacle than other major obstructions, such as the A1.  
Q1. The preferred route of Sandy Town Council is Option 2B.

Q2.  This has been chosen because the route needs to go through the important towns of Bedford (omitted from option 1A, 1B and 1C where it is shown as a spur of the main route) and Cambridge (omitted from option 2A).  Route 2B remains the only option which encompasses Bedford and Cambridge and is also the most direct route, through Sandy.
Q3. Options 1A, 1B and 1C are all equally unfavourable.

Q4. Options 1A and 1B are impractical because of the difficulties in reinstating the route through an urban area, rather than the rural route needed between Bedford and Sandy.  

3. Bowls Club Fencing

Resolved: That the fence around the Bowls Club be repaired at a cost of £449.10, with the monies being found from the Interest on Capital Account.
4. Robert Peel Lower School Travel Plan

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to the Highways Department at Central Bedfordshire Council detailing the Town Council’s support for the Travel Plan and in particular the following areas detailed in the letter received from the school:
· Installation of a pedestrian/cycle crossing in Engayne Avenue – recognising that this will need to be included in the Highways 5 year programme of work.

· To ask for extended zig-zag lines at the entrance to the school, double yellow lines at the junction of Abbey Grove and Dapifer Drive and to put an H bar at the emergency access gate to the field.
· To place warning signs at the junction of Alfred Cope Road and the cycle path and at the junction of Windsor Way and the cycle path.

· To ask for the consideration of a 20mph zone in Dapifer Drive, Berwick Way, Leeds Smith Drive and Alfred Cope Road.

10.  Clerk’s Report 



(cont)


(149/08)

5. Applications for Grant Funding

A number of grant applications were received and considered:
Resolved: (a) That a grant of £300 is awarded to Biggles FM with the monies to be found from the amount remaining in the Community Liaison Forum Fund.

(b) That a grant of £250 is awarded to Sandy Library with the monies to be found from the amount remaining in the Community Liaison Forum Fund.
(c)That the grants above be provided by Town Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 to incur the above expenditure which in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

(d) (i)That the decision on whether to grant any money to Sandy Cricket Club be deferred until the meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 20th April 2009 so that the Cricket Club can be contacted to ascertain if the other grant applications are dependant on one being made by the Town Council and for the Club to  Sandy Sports and Leisure Association can make a decision on the siting of the sight screen.

(ii)That the Finance and General Purposes Committee is granted delegated powers in order to make that decision.

(e) That no money be granted to Sandy Town Bowling Club at the present time.

6. Fallowfield Open Space


This item was considered as part of Planning Application 08/01968/FULL earlier in the meeting (see item 6)
7. Fun Fair 10th – 17th May

The Clerk reported on the meeting between Mr Harris and the Deputy Clerk.
10.  Clerk’s Report 



(cont)


(149/08)

7. Fun Fair 10th – 17th May

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 149/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any 
particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
8. Sandy Football Club – request
Cllr Osborne left the Chamber before consideration of this item.
Resolved: (a) That permission be granted to hold an adult 5-a-side tournament on Bedford Road Recreation Ground on 21st June 2009.
(b) That the football club be requested to write to competing teams asking them to park with due regard to safety and prevention of nuisance to nearby residents.
9. Sandy Cricket Club – sight screen

Resolved: That the Town Council has no objection to the sight screen being erected as on the plan submitted, subject to the agreement of the Sandy Sports and Leisure Association being granted. 

11. Internal Audit Controls




(150/08)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.
· Audit Controls


(a) Scope of the Internal Audit

Resolved: (i) That Town Council adopts the Internal Controls listed at Appendix A (copy attached p47-48) in order to instruct the Internal Auditor as to the scope of the Audit.

(ii) That the Internal Auditors are further informed that if they detect any cases of fraud these should be reported to the Town Clerk or if she/he is involved to the Town Mayor.
   (b)    Independence

Resolved: (i) That HW Chartered Accountants who are totally independent of the Town Council and have no other role within it should be reappointed as the Town Council’s Internal Auditors. 
11. Internal Audit Controls
(cont)



(150/08)


(ii) That the Audit reports should continue to include the areas inspected and the outcome, whether or not any matters for correction had been identified. 
   (c)    Competence

Resolved: That Town Council should note that HW Chartered Accountants are fully qualified and competent to undertake the internal Audit and have had previous experience in auditing local councils.

   (d)   Relationships
Resolved: That Town Council continues to follow its established procedure with regard to the following:

(i) Officers of the council should be consulted on the content of the audit plan and all concerned should agree this beforehand.

 (ii) Responsibilities for officers and internal audit should be defined in relation to risk management, internal control and fraud and corruption matters.  These will be set out in job descriptions, policies and auditors’ engagement letter.

(iii) Council has a duty to consider the annual internal audit report and demonstrate that consideration by inclusion in the minutes.  Each item mentioned in the report should be fully addressed.
   (e) Audit Planning and Reporting

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to the Internal Auditor, asking that the list of controls provided be used by them in order to ensure that the recommended items are covered in the course of their two visits each year.


· Statement of Assurance
Resolved: That Audit Committee complete a checklist of the assurance needed in order to allow Council to complete the Statement of Assurance with complete confidence.
· Year End Checklist
Resolved: That Audit Committee complete a final checklist of items demonstrating the completeness of the Town Council’s annual accounting and reporting cycle.

12.  Oral questions from Electors 





(151/08)

There were none.

13. Allotment Land



(152/08

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 152/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
14.  Press Release. 








(153/08)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the return of the Fun-Fair to the Pinnacle Field in Sandy.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20/3/09

23/09


	09/00460/FULL

Mr K Lynch

4 Pyms Way

Sandy

SG19 1DD
	Full application for single storey side/rear extension at 4 Pyms Way, Sandy,Beds.

Near neighbours 2,6,17,19 and 21 Pyms Way, Sandy notified.
	Resolved:  No objections.
	Town Council

30/3/09

31/3/09
	

	20/3/09

24/09


	08/01968/FULL

Twigden Homes Ltd

Lysander House

Tempsford

Sandy

SG19 2BD


	Full application for variation of condition 11 attached to planning approval 87/01821/OUT (Application for residential development including construction of A1/Sunderland Road Link Road dated 17/11/1993), to remove the requirement to provide facilities for more general sports use.  Provision of play areas, car park and landscaping for the site at the Playing Field off Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Maple Tree Lower School, 2 - 38  Merlin Drive, 12 & 17 Kingfisher Close, 20,21,27 The Finches,       4 - 14 Osprey Close, Sandy notified.
	Resolved:  No objections.

However, this decision in no way affects any future decision of Council with regard to adopting the land.   The Council asks that conditions be made as to the condition of the grass, car parking and a youth shelter.


	Town Council

30/3/09

31/3/09
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